
London’s streets are baring the
brunt of immigration from
Eastern Europe, according to a
new report. The European Fed-
eration of National Organisa-
tions Working with the Home-
less, FEANTSA, concluded
that homeless services across
Western Europe ‘are being left
to mop up after the failure of
immigration policies’.

The report dispels the myth
that new comers to this coun-
try are given preferential
treatment by social services,
and fast-tracked into housing
and on to benefits. In fact,
immigrants are more likely to
end up sidelined by the wel-
fare system and living on the
streets. 

The report found that ‘a
substantial and growing num-

New arrivals hit the streets
The homeless paper (London edition)

ber of immigrants are among
the users [of homeless ser-
vices]’ and that ‘in some
countries [in Western
Europe], close to half of those
who use these services are
immigrants’.

The sudden growth of
homeless immigrants was also
raised in a recent edition of
BBC’s Panorama called

Issue Two Free

Britain’s New Migrants. The
programme highlighted immi-
gration from the new nations
of the European Union – the
A8 countries – Czech Repub-
lic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia
and Slovenia.

Immigration from these
countries will help boost the
UK’s economy, but, experts

claim, many of these new-
comers are ending up in day
centres and at soup runs. 

A view of Victoria Coach
station in the early morning will
reveal scores of hopeful immi-
grants grabbing a few hours
rest in the banks of chairs.
Closer inspection will show
these are not only young men
looking for work (cont p2)

Lord of the Rings star to make homeless film
The real-life story of a homeless drug addict is

to be turned into a film by one of the stars of The

Lord of the Rings. Andy Selkirk, who played

Gollum in the fantasy trilogy, will direct the

film. Johnny Depp and Michael Caine have been

approached to star in it. 

‘Addict’ will be based on the biography of

Stephen Smith, who spent more than half a

decade living on the streets addicted to alcohol

and amphetamines. Smith, who is originally

from London, was put into an asylum at the age

of 14, where he was molested by one of his doc-

tors. After being released he became an appren-

tice to a master thief and was involved with the

theft of jewels from movie star Sophia Loren.

But addiction drove him on to the streets. 

Smith finally got off the streets after a

stranger gave him a £5 note and a rail ticket back

to London from Scotland, where he had been

sleeping rough. With the money, Smith bought

half a pint of Guinness for a German student he

met in a pub. The two eventually fell in love and

got married. With her help, Smith was able to

kick the drugs and start work again. In 1997, he

wrote a biography about his time on the streets,

which has sold over a million copies. Staff

Immigrants left
to sleep rough
By ‘Cobbett’
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House homeless in disused
buildings,say LibDems
The Liberal Democrats’London

housing spokeswoman, Dee

Doocey, has called for London’s

100,000 disused buildings to be

made available to house those

sleeping rough or living in tem-

porary accommodation. 

Ms Doocey made the com-

ments in reaction to the latest

housing figures for the capital,

which reveal a 37% rise in home-

lessness in the past four years. 

The London mayor’s office re-

vealed the new figures, which

show that more than 18,000 ad-

ditional families are living in

temporary housing than in De-

cember 2000. 

During this time, four London

boroughs recorded a rise in

homelessness of more than

100%. Havering on the eastern

edge of London saw an increase

of 450%, from 147 families

living in temporary accommo-

dation in 2000, to 809 last year.

Only five out of 33 London

boroughs managed to bring

down the numbers of residents

living in temporary accommo-

dation. 

The government recently set

itself a new target of halving the

number of people living in tem-

“We anticipate the number of

new affordable homes will this

year rise to 10,000 for the first

time for many years.” 

The Mayor of London has

pledged that half of all new

homes will be affordable.

Meanwhile, late last month

the Deputy Prime Minister set

out plans to construct over

70,000 new homes on land

that is currently owned by the

government. The move is an

attempt to drive down house

prices, find places for low-

income families, and house

those who are currently without

permanent homes. Staff

Newcomers to the streets of London
Immigration is often the ranting issue
of the middle classes,particularly in the
time leading up to the last election.But
it is now shown to effect the homeless
directly (New arrivals hit the streets – pg1).
Many immigrants come to this country
looking for work but find themselves
living on the streets with little knowledge
of the services available to them and,if
anything,less of a support structure than
most other rough sleepers.

We hope this newspaper can be of help
to anyone who is homeless in the capital,
no matter what their origins or citizen-

ship status.Also we were glad to give col-
umn inches to debunk the old cliche? that
immigrants and asylum seekers get hostel
places first;wrong,they get very little.

No rest just because we have two issues
under our belts.Issue One of The Pave-
ment has raised considerable interest and
some debate,and we hope to expand for
Issue Three,if negotiations with the print-
ers go well.We wish to complete a larger
report on Soup Runs and their future,as
well as chasing up action on the Vagrancy
Act,which is covered in this issue by our
two legal correspondents.We were

interested by the comments generated by
our lead story in Issue One on Westmin-
ster’s plans to introduce Building Based
Services,and will continue to monitor
how the council’s plans work out.

We’ve so much planned – a comic strip
is on the way,a Michelin-style guide to
Soup Runs,as well as increased reportage
on events on the street.But,as always,we
need feedback with every issue,so send
your letters and emails in to the address
on the facing page.

The Editor

We want to hear what issues

your want to see covered in

our pages. Each month, our

star letter will receive a

Pavement T-shirt – provided

you give us an address to send

it to (a day centre is fine). 

Send your letters to:

The Pavement,

PO Box 43675

London,

SE22 8YL

Or email:

editor@thepavement.org.uk

Readers’ letters

porary accommodation by 2010.

Ms Doocey said: “The number

of people in temporary accom-

modation has risen to intolerable

levels and it is now time that the

government addressed this trend

... Why are ministers unable to

bring the 100,000 empty homes

in London back into use for those

who need them most.” 

The London Mayor’s office

said more affordable housing

was being constructed now than

at any time in the past 20 years.

“The number of new homes built

in the capital in 2004 was at its

highest level in more than two

decades,” said a spokesperson.

(cont from cover) but every age and gender
moved to come here by desperate poverty back
in their homelands.

In response to traditional paranoia about
immigrants ‘stealing’jobs, FEANTSA is keen
to point out that their plight ‘stands in rather
stark contrast to the notion, popularly bandied
about, that immigrants are favoured in relation
to social housing and social welfare’. 

The Passage day centre in Victoria was the
first to feel the rise in A8 users of their services
because of it’s proximity to the coach station.
But most day centres now have a smattering of
East Europeans. One day centre worker told
The Pavement: ‘It’s hard, because we can’t
offer them much, but usually send them on to
their [relevant] national community centres
who are already overburdened. All we can do
is offer the basics to them.’

Most are left with no state support, little
hope of improvement, and no means of sup-
porting themselves. The only services that are
easing the problem are soup runs in areas such
as Victoria, which are to many the only source
of nourishment.

Until central Government tackles this prob-
lem it is up to our readers to do what they
always do – look out for your fellow man,
wherever their origins, and exercise tolerance.

Shortly before the recent elec-

tion campaign, a committee of

MPs and Lords published a

report on the Government’s

plans to change the way people

with mental health problems can

be detained and treated without

their consent.

The report strongly criticised

the Government’s plans. It

described the draft Mental Health

bill as ‘fundamentally flawed’

and made more than 100 recom-

mendations for changing it.

The report brought to many

people’s attention a controversy

that began seven years ago,

when the then health secretary,

Frank Dobson, claimed care in

the community had failed, and

pledged to tighten up the law on

treating people with so-called

‘dangerous and severe personal-

ity disorders’. 

In the intervening years, we

have seen one White Paper, one

expert committee report and (for

the first time ever) two draft

Bills for the same piece of legis-

lation. Their aims have been to

broaden out the number of peo-

ple who can be sectioned under

the Mental Health Act, while

making sure the law remains

compliant with the Human

Rights Act. But in so doing, the

Government has produced pro-

posals that have united service

users, carers, professionals,

charities and human rights cam-

paigners against them.

The reasons for the over-

whelming opposition to the

Government’s plans are clear:

the proposals risk bringing hun-

dreds of people who do not pose

a risk to others into compulsory

treatment (often a frightening

and bewildering experience) on

the basis of a perceived fear that

they may commit an act of

violence. 

Around 500,000 people in

Britain have severe mental health

problems such as schizophrenia

or serious personality disorder.

The vast majority of those people

live safely in their own commu-

nities. They are at high risk of

being excluded, from work, edu-

cation and decent housing,

thanks to the stigma of mental

distress, but are highly unlikely

to pose a threat to anyone.

The Government could make

a real difference to people’s lives

by creating a new Mental Health

Act fit for the 21st century. 

• Find out more about the

Sainsbury Centre for Mental

Health at www.scmh.org.uk

‘A new mental health act is badly needed’

Dear Editor,

I was pleased to find your last

edition at my local doctor’s

surgery. I am pleased that

there is another voice for

homeless people and rough

sleepers as I was a rough

sleeper for nearly three years. 

I am now in a halfway

house and if possible I would

like to contribute to your

magazine with some of my

poetry which I have enclosed.

Yours sincerely,

Colin Bowles

London 

SW12

• Dear Colin, thank you

for your letter of support. I

have forwarded your poetry

to a more suitable journal,

The Real Picture, as we have

insufficient space for

creative writing. 

But thanks for your

contribution and we hope

you continue to enjoy the

newspaper.

The Editor 

Dear Pavement,

You encourage us to sign up

to vote, but what for? The

general election proved that

nothing ever changes. 

Anon

• Dear Anon, if you think

that’s the case, try writing

to your MP and setting out

some of the changes you

want to see. You may be

surprised at how willing

politicians are to hear from

the public. Details on p5.

You may think a church would be the

last place to turn away those in need,

but this is just what has happened at

The Parish Church of St Marylebone. 

The church, in conjunction with West-

minster Council, has moved on a group of

rough sleepers who bedded down in the

church’s grounds. This action, initiated in

response to complaints about a minority

of drinkers, has denied a long-standing

shelter for the area’s street population.

Thames Reach Bondway (TRB) and

West London Day Centre outreach

services have both managed to offer

appropriate accommodation to the

Marylebone residents who wanted it.

Because of the outreaches’hard work,

the move has had a positive outcome,

because all those are now getting care

and attention. But the action by the

church raises concerns over the wider

approach of authorities. More and more,

they seem to be targeting areas that

rough sleepers seek shelter. 

How many more places will be

locked up, fenced in, or hosed nightly to

prevent people getting shelter? Is this

about effective care or just the council’s

efforts to clear their streets? 

We can only hope outreach services

are always on hand to clear up afterwards.

‘Hack’

Rough sleepers moved on 

Andy Bell of the Sainsbury
Centre for Mental Health says
the government must act to
help sufferers 

‘Do you think my mantra, dead birdy… dead birdy…
is messing with my Karma?’
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Dear FloÉ

Dear Flo,

My mate and I both use.WeÕre injecting

into our arms and while weÕre following

the guidelines given by my drug worker I

seem to be getting more abscesses than

him. Any ideas? 

Name withheld

In the 19th Century, urchins

used to collect anything of

value from the Thames fore-

shore exposed at low water,

and earned the nickname

ÒMudlarksÓ for their trouble.

Nowadays people walk the

foreshore out of interest and

the chance of finding a piece of

treasure. Granted, you are more

like to find a discarded condom

than a gold torque, but the river

holds many secrets and is eas-

ily accessible.

The South Bank has many

steps, but in the summer it gets

picked clean by hordes of

school children, so better to

travel further up or down stream

away from tourist traps. ItÕs also

best to use winter months when

youÕll have less competition

and the river will be in spate.

Check the tides beforehand

and your access to the steps

(more than one mudlark has

joined the archaeological

record they sought to plunder),

and have a friend on shore to

watch out for you. If you find

anything of historical or finan-

cial value, ask the Museum of

London for advice. 

ÔAnorakÕ

Homeless hobbies

MPs are your voice 

Now the electionÕs over and MPs

have taken up their seats, itÕs time

to ask not what you can do for

your country, but what your MP

can do for you. 

Yes, you have an MP, even if

youÕre sleeping rough, and to

find out who is an easy task: 

1 Choose where you are Òresi-

dentÓ, either where you bed

down most frequently, where you

have registered to receive post,

or where you spend most of your

static time, and find out the rel-

evant postcode. 

2 Enquire at your local council

offices who the Member of Par-

liament for that postal district is, or

go online to www.locata.co.uk/

commons/, and type in your

postcode. 

3 You can now either write to

them at The House of Commons,

London, SW1A 0AA, or call

020 7219 3000 and ask to be

transferred to their office (where

you will probably talk to one of

Ask ournurse about your health problems. •NurseFlo• will either
give adviceon self-help techniques or where to get treatment

•I hear that Chris Evans is down to his last forty million•

Everyone is represented in the Houses of
Parliament, regardless of your housing
status. Here•s how to contact your MP

their staff or the MP themselves). 

Or you can circumvent this by

going to www.faxyourmp.com

or www.writetothem.com, both

of which give you easy, free

access to your parliamentary rep-

resentative. Go to these sites and

type in you postcode, wait for the

message box to come up, type in

your details and message, and

then send. It should also offer

you information on your MP. 

E-democracy at work.

ItÕs that easy to speak to your

elected representative and tell them

your concerns. They are waiting

for your call, so give it a go. 

Remember when writing to an

MP these points: 

¥Do not waste their time with

vague rants, but ask for particu-

lar advice or action (if required). 

¥For the swiftest service write

to an MP only if appropriate and

having exhausted other avenues

Ð if itÕs a council problem, write

to the council offices first and

only to your member if the appro-

priate response is not forthcom-

ing. If youÕve tried other services

first, such as your local council

office, and had no luck, mention

this when you contact your MP Ð

it will show you mean business. 

¥Shy away from using form

letters, especially as part of a

campaign, or you should only

expect a form letter in response,

as offices have to cope with large

quantities of mail. Make it per-

sonal, and youÕre more likely to

get a personal response.

¥Some offices (few) are stick-

lers and may query you as you

may not appear on the electoral

register, but stand your ground

and argue your corner Ð the MP

is there to represent you. In

future elections Ð council, by-

elections, or European elections

Ð register to vote. Anyone can Ð

it is a myth that homeless people

cannot vote. 

Your MP will almost certainly

see your letter and work on your

behalf. Remember that the sys-

tem is not as remote as outsiders

often think.

ÔCobbettÕ

Flo writes: Having a clean technique really helps

to reduce infections of all kind. ItÕs good to know

that youÕre in touch with a drug worker who can go

through your own procedure for using and give

you the best one-to-one advice. 

In the meantime, scrubbing your hands on a

daily basis, making sure that youÕre not sharing

any works and ALWAYS using clean needles are

the key points to preventing infection. 

If you do have any missed hits and the heat,

swelling and tenderness havenÕt gone in 48 hours,

head to your doctor or nurse for a check-up. Should

you be given a prescription for antibiotics then do

complete the course, as this will help prevent resis-

tance to these same antibiotics in the future. 

Dear Flo,

IÕm always getting lice.Why canÕt I get rid

of them? 

Name withheld,via email

OK, IÕll keep this simpleÉ

Head lice: If you find at least one living louse in your

hair, not just the white empty egg sacs, then apply

Derbac to your hair and leave it at least 12 hours.

Only then wash it out and you will be clear. An itch

on the neck may persist for a short while, but this is

caused by the lice faeces irritating the skin there. 

Body lice: Derbac is not appropriate or effective

if you have body lice, as they live in the clothing.

You will need a complete change of clothing and

bedding. Take everything and bag and bin it, or the

clothes may be hot-washed after a week to clear

them. Have a shower, being careful to brush away

any remaining lice on your body, put on clean

clothes and youÕre good to go.

Good health,  ÔFloÕ

Absurd vagrancy law must go

In England, in the 18th and 19th

centuries, the Houses of Parlia-

ment passed four acts to ÒcopeÓ

specifically with the issue of

ÒvagrancyÓ Ð in 1824, 1838, 1898

and 1935. All of these acts of par-

liament have now, sensibly, been

repealed. That is, apart from the

oldest one. 

It is 2005 and in England, legis-

lation that is almost 200 years old

and unbearably connected to the

prejudices and misconceptions of

a previous age, is alive and well:

the Vagrancy Act 1824. 

The 1824 legislation would

almost be poetic if it were not so

absurd. Its purpose is to Òpunish

idle and disorderly persons, and

rogues and vagabondsÓ. Those

people who Òbeg in a public

placeÓ, who Òrefuse to maintain

themselvesÓ, are deemed to be idle

and disorderly.  To be Òidle and dis-

orderlyÓ is a criminal offence and

could result in a fine. 

Individuals who have already

been castigated as Òidle and disor-

derlyÓ and then go on to Òwander

abroadÓ, Òlodge in the open air, or

under a tentÓ or Òendeavour to

expose their wounds or deformities

to gather almsÓ, are incorrigible

rogues and vagabonds of course.

However, if a person can Ògive a

good account of himself or herselfÓ

then all may be forgiven, but failure

to do so could mean, in 2005, a

three-month prison sentence. 

More important than a possible

prison sentence under this law, per-

haps, is that within English law, an

Òidle and disorderly personÓ can be

branded a criminal. I am often idle

and frequently disorderly and I

quite enjoy lodging under a tent.

Only very rarely can I give a good

account of myself. Under our law,

I think that makes me a criminal. 

ÔYoung BaileyÕ (cont p8)

The Pavement•s legal
eagles tear this ancient
legislation to pieces

No 2: Mudlarking


