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The Editor

What happened to number ten?

Hawk-eyed readers will note that this month we’ve gone from
issue nine to issue 11 (see left). Don’t worry though, you didn’t
miss issue ten. Last issue was printed as issue nine in error.

We don’t often remark on the fact, but we have a lot of humour in
the magazine in the form of cartoons, which are there as a pick-me-up.
Although readers may recognise the names of the artists from their
work in Private Eye and the national broadsheets, you won’t know how
much they have supported us since we launched. Their work has helped
make the magazine into a lighter read, and has balanced the often
grimmer stories, and they’ve been ceaseless in efforts. Their names are
in the column to the left, but they deserve more by way of thanks.

And for readers who don’t know or can’t remember what
a kelpie is (Street Shield, on page 20-21), Google it.

Karen Chung
Scotland Editor
chung@thepavement.org.uk

Next month: Homeless online
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Scottish news

The homeless news from Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and beyond

Mad about film

Led by the Mental Health Founda-
tion and its partners, the Mental
Health Arts and Film Festival

runs until 22nd October.

The full programme is avail-
able at mentalhealthfestival.
dreamhosters.com and will
include the winners of the Festival
Film Competition and exhibi-
tions across the country.

Staff

e mentalhealthfestival.
dreamhosters.com

A Don deal?

It’s like the clearances all over
again. Homeowners in Aberdeen
were dealt a blow on the 1st
October as the local council refused
to rule out Compulsory Purchase
Orders (CPOs) being issued, which
would force residents from their
homes. The driving force behind
attempts to make locals sell up
is the Donald Trump Organisa-
tion, which is finalising plans for a
£1billion golf resort at Balmedie.

Following months of uncer-
tainty over the project, Councillor
Martin Ford, a leading opponent
of the Trump scheme, tabled a
motion against the use of CPOs.

As Councillors arrived at the
Aberdeen Conference Centre to
vote on the issue, they were met
by a crowd of anti-Trump protes-
tors waving placards. A petition
containing 15,000 signatures
was brought by David Milne, one
of the four homeowners refus-
ing to leave the Menie estate.

Mr Milne, who has lived at

Hermit Point for 17 years, urged the
Council to make a final decision to
prevent CPOs being used: “I don’t
know how many of you have even
tried to imagine what its like not
knowing if your home will be your
own for much longer. Not knowing
if the next birthday or Christmas
will be the last in your own house.

“To delay taking this vote
today would also add to the
intolerable, psychological
torture that we are under.

“I ask you now to stand up for
your own personal conscience,
stand up for ethics, stand-up for
morals and stand up for the reputa-
tion of Aberdeenshire by rejecting
both the developers request to
delay the decision and the basic
concept of alocal authority using
compulsory purchase powers
to support a private commer-
cial leisure development to the
detriment of its constituents.”

The proposals for Menie Estate
include two championship golf
courses, 950 holiday homes and
500 houses, and were approved
by the Scottish government last
December. Since then the Trump
Organisation has claimed that
further land is required to achieve
the vision of building the “world’s
greatest” golf venue — despite
verbal assurances to homeowners
which assured them otherwise.

One of the four affected resi-
dents, Susan Munro, who has lived
at Leyton Cottage for 28 years, said
Trump had promised her that no
more land was needed. “The last
thing Mr Trump said to me was,
‘Susan, I don’t need your house,
Idon’t need your land, I have
plenty, we’ll be good neighbours’.

“It’s been my home for almost
30 years, but the council will just
give in to Trump. It’s our herit-

age, a protected bit of land.”

The gathering momentum of
opposition to the Trump Organisa-
tion has seen protests take place
nationwide. Several iconic statues in
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and
Stirling were covered with masks
of Donald Trump’s face (pictured
opposite). The Menie Liberation
Front said that the masks were
intended to draw attention to the
growing resistance to the tycoon’s
plans. A spokesman says: “We
are dressing up famous Scottish
statues as the American tycoon to
symbolise the way Trump thinks
he can walk over Scotland. This
development has gone too far.”

Mateo Stanger

e Formoreinfo and to sign the
petition, see trippinguptrump.com

Homeless film in Fife

Homeless people in Fife have talked
frankly on camera about surviving
on the streets and grappling with
local services. The film-makers hope
the powerful testimonies will help
to transform attitudes to homeless-
ness in the area — where community
hostility has led to the planned
closure of two hostels. Journey
Through The System premiers in
Glenrothes this month, before an
audience which includes local MSPs.
It was the brainchild of clients
of the Gilven Projects, a campaign
to support homeless people run
by the Scottish Christian Alliance.
“Some of our young clients pointed
out that people’s true experiences
of homelessness are never really
shown,” said Laura McNamee, the
projects’ employability coordinator.
Originally planned as a small-

Photography by Trumpstatues © 2009
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“It’s been my home for almost 30
years, but the council will just give
into Trump”
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Supporting the community, Working with the community. Part of the community,
STAGECOACH GROUP
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scale venture, the resulting film
grew thanks to Gilven’s contacts
with graduates of Adam Smith
College in Kirkcaldy. Alex Harron
w as director, with Gilven provid-
ing contacts for interviewees.

The documentary touches on
the many different aspects of
homelessness. In one scene, Sammy
Wyatt (pictured left), 21, points
out the road bridge under which
she and her partner survived for
months, in sometimes freezing con-
ditions. There are also contributions
from a woman who became home-
less after fleeing domestic violence,
and from two 16-year-old girls who
were thrown out of their homes.

Frontline workers who
support homeless people also
give their views, as does Lindsay
Roy, the Labour MP for Glen-
rothes. And three local council-
lors are shown trying to access
local services as though they
had just become homeless.

“We wanted to show how
daunting the whole process can
be,” McNamee explained. “Two of
the councillors were asked to call
alocal agency for help. They had
to find a telephone number and
a phone box, and they were then
bombarded with the very personal
questions that people are asked
when they register as homeless.

“The third councillor went to pick
up a food parcel. He happened to
be intolerant of some food groups,
so he would have faced the choice
of not eating, or making himself ill.”

While the film focuses heavily
on the struggles faced by readers,
it features some success stories
too. “We spoke to some people
who got through it and found light
at the end of the tunnel - as well
as some who got involved in drugs
and crime,” McNamee added.

The project was given added
impetus by recent decisions to close
two Fife hostels: Melanie House in
Leven and James Bank Hostel in
Dunfermline. Locals had com-
plained of crime and drug use in the

hostels. The plan is to replace the
facilities with ‘core and cluster’ serv-
ices — dispersed temporary accom-
modation with an on-call warden.
“In our opinion these deci-
sions are uninformed, because
the councillors don’t know what
goes on in hostels and the support
required by people who live there,”
said Trish O’Brien, Gilven project
manager. “We hope to raise
awareness through the DVD.”

Arthur Allan

Connect 2

A scheme designed to give former
addicts and homeless people

the chance to work within the
social care sector has proven a
success in South Lanarkshire.

The Connect 2 programme,
which is run by the local council,
offers a six-month course spe-
cifically devised for residents
who may have faced addic-
tion problems or homelessness
in the past to secure jobs.

The course consists of a four
week pre-employment programme
guaranteeing that participants
are ready for the world of work
when the scheme is complete,
followed by a work placement
and study towards their SVQ level
3in Health & Social Care. The
final part of the course focuses
on the personal development of
participants and job searching for
opportunities in the care sector.

The scheme is the only one in
the UK to train and mentor partici-
pants before securing them work
placements and a recognised quali-
fication. Participants receive face to
face support throughout the course,
with weekly support meetings to
discuss progress and training needs.

Peter Shiels, Connect 2 Training
Co-ordinator said: “Participants
receive support with their personal
development to build up their confi-
dence and motivation. We provide
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arange of support tailored to
meet the needs of each individual.
We even have mentors to help
participants adjust to the wholesale
change Connect 2 brings about
in their lives. In many cases we’re
working with people who wouldn’t
normally have been able to access
the chances they’re now experienc-
ing without the help of Connect 2.”
One person who has benefited
from the programme is Khrosow,
who came to the UK from Iran in
1979 to study engineering before
opening a takeaway in Mother-
well after failing to get a career
in engineering underway. As a
result of not being able to work
in his chosen field, Khrosow’s life
descended into addiction to drink
and drugs for a number of years.
An assault at work further con-
tributed to Khosrow losing his busi-
ness and he admits to looking for an
excuse not to work, blaming every-
one but himself for his predicament.
Seven years ago, however,
Khrosow decided to turn his life
around by tackling his addiction
head on and becoming sober. He
carried out some volunteer work
with SOLVE, the Scottish Drugs
Forum and the Citizens Advice
Bureau. Finally in May 2008, he
started the Connect 2 Programme
which has increased his confidence
and employability considerably.
“The course quickly made me
feel that doors were opening for
me. Being part of the programme
has helped me rebuild self-esteem,
confidence and motivation. My
employability skills have been
brought up to date whilst my learn-
ing development and social skills
have received a big boost,” he said.
After completing the pro-
gramme, Khrosow secured a job and
is currently employed at Lifeways in
Cambuslang, and has volunteered
as a drink and drugs counsellor at
Phoenix Futures. “I would encour-
age anyone who wants to turn their
life around to get involved in the
Connect 2 programme,” he said.
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To date, over 80 per cent of
Connect 2 participants have gone
on to secure jobs with the likes of
homeless units, youth work, drug
support agencies and care homes.

Laura Blakley

e Ifinterested, contact Peter
Shiels on 01698 453652 or peter.
shiels@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

Void of imagination

As homeless people struggle
to secure a tenancy and hard
working families are forced to
pay through the nose for poor
and often substandard private
accommodation, perfectly good
houses across Renfrewshire lie
derelict says a local campaigner.
Scottish Socialist Party worker
Jimmy Kerr (pictured right) hopes
to persuade Renfrewshire Council
to consider refurbishing void houses
to bring down housing waiting lists
and ease the shortage of homes
in Renfrewshire. The 34 year old
activist is particularly concerned
with the West End, one area with
a very high number of voids, which
are not only an eyesore for the
residents, but cause multiple related
social problems, including vandal-
ism and graffiti. More importantly
they create the preconditions for
other more serious crimes including
drug dealing and gang activity.
“Currently, we have a criti-
cal shortage of housing across
Renfrewshire and Scotland,” Kerr
said, “yet demolition seems to be
Renfrewshire Council’s answer
to everything, and we have seen
hundreds of potential homes
flattened , which could have
been brought up to standard.
“We are now campaign-
ing to have tenements brought
up to standard instead of
being razed to the ground.”

Staff

On a mission

Glasgow City Mission has just
moved into a brand-new purpose-
built centre at the heart of the city.

The building was constructed
by developers for the long-estab-
lished charity, free of charge, in
exchange for the land at their old
premises. The sparkling new site will
continue to be a place of oppor-
tunity and support for vulnerable
adults, providing food and essential
services, as well as a compre-
hensive programme of activities
including healthy eating classes,
woodworking, art and music.

It’s crowning achievement is
the roof terrace, which will eventu-
ally support a gardening club.

See for yourself at Glasgow
City Mission (details on page 34)

Staff

Haunted graffiti

Don’t miss the Haunted Graffitti
show this month at the Recoat
Gallery in Glasgow, which show-
cases the collaborative work of two
renowned Scottish Graffiti artists.
Elph One and Lyken Love are
generally be considered as the
forefathers of Scottish Graffiti since
they were amongst the first in Scot-
land to paint graffiti in the 1980s.
The pair met 16 years ago and
have been close friends ever since
but this is their first collaboration.
The walls and windows of the
gallery display discarded archi-
tectural drawings and blueprints
with remarkable paintings and a
specially made song and video. The
show runs until the 18th October
and is open Tues to Sun 12-6pm.

Laura Blakley

e Formore information go
online to recoat.blogspot.com

ittish
1alist

Photography by Jimmy Kerr © 2009
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“We are now campaigning to have
tenements brought up to standard
instead of being razed to the
ground”
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