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The Editor

The last issue (in this format)

Our friends at the Guardian, who're helping us with the redesign
of the magazine, say that it’s almost ready. Indeed, we’ve seen
the drafts and should have templates to work from in May. So,
this is going to be the last issue in this format, and June will see
our new magazine — we expect feedback when this happens.
So enjoy this last one, and read on. We’ve an update on the Hove
killing, where the case is progressing, and on a much lighter note look
at Suspended Coffees and Wayne Hall’s trek across Scotland.

Richard Burdett

Editor
editor@thepavement.org.uk
twitter.com/ThePavementMag
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Malcolm Leeves
Age at disappearance: 42

Malcolm has been missing
from his home in Bexhill-on-
Sea, East Sussex, since 22
June 2006.

He left at about 8.00pm
saying “I'm going out” ,
but has not been heard
from since. There is great
concern for Malcolm as
he may be unwell and his
disappearance is completely
out of character. His friends
and family are extremely
worried and ask Malcolm to
get in touch and let them
know that he is OK.

Malcolm is 5ft 9in tall, of
slim build with cropped dark
brown hair and blue eyes.

If you think you can help
the search for Malcolm,
please call or text Missing
People on 116000 or email
at 116000@missingpeople.
org.uk

Call. Text. Anytime. Free.
Confidential. 116000

The news

The homeless news from across the UK and the World

Suspended coffee

British coffee lovers are adopting
a new practice called suspended
coffee, where they offer to

buy a second cup of coffee for
someone to claim at a later date.

The caffe sospeso (suspended
coffee) tradition began in the
cafes of Naples, whereby someone
feeling lucky, rich or positive
would buy an extra coffee for
anyone using the same café
who was feeling the opposite.

This tradition has now been for-
malised as a small movement, with
participating coffee shops display-
ing the suspend coffees sign (shown
below). In some cases it might be
that the suspended coffees are
held for a local organisation, but
usually you’ll be welcomed if you go
in and politely ask for a suspended

coffee, specifying whether its an
Americano, latte, macchiato or any
other variation on a cup of joe.

If you find yourself short
and need a cup, just ask.

Of course, if you find your-
self feeling flush, you too can
buy a suspended coffee.

Staff

Two charged over pitch
and putt murder

Two street drinkers have
been charged with the brutal
murder of homeless man Lea
Williams in Hove, Sussex.
Michael Clark, 51, and Eddie
Philips, 49, are both unemployed
and known to Brighton’s home-
less community. They are being
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held in custody and are sched-

uled to appear at Lewes Crown
Court on 1 July. A trial date has
been set for 30 September.

An unnamed woman, 35 has
been arrested on suspicion of
conspiracy to murder. She was
bailed until 28 May, while the
police make further enquiries.

Mr Williams, 45, was found
dead in an archway — known locally
as the ‘bat caves’ — that over-
looks Hove Pitch and Putt. Project
Antifreeze volunteers discovered
the body on 11 February this year.
A post mortem showed the cause
of death to be severe injuries to
his head and face; most likely
inflicted with a heavy object. Mr
Williams sustained further injury,
including multiple fractured ribs.

Detective chief inspector
Ian Pollard, who is leading the
investigation, said: “The recent
charges are as a result of the
culmination of a number of lines of
enquiry, which included members
of the public coming forward.”

Sara Emerson, a key worker
at Project Antifreeze, said the
community in Brighton had
been shaken by the events.

“Everyone’s been looking
for an answer for a while and
they seem a little bit content
that someone’s been charged,
butit’s all a bit sad,” she said.

Richard Siggs, sergeant in
charge of the Brighton Street Com-
munity Neighbourhood Policing
Team, told The Pavement there
had been nine murders within the

street community in as many years.

“Nine murders in nine years in
any community is a really, really
bad statistic,” he said. “When
violence occurs in the street com-
munity it tends to be extreme
-last night we had a rough sleeper
set on fire. The street community
suffer, whether at the hands of
other street community members,
or, as it appears in this case,
some people out on the beers.”

Sergeant Siggs advised rough

sleepers to stay in groups and in
“relatively public areas” as well as
staying in touch with key workers.
“Tell the key workers what
goes on, so we can put the
responses in place to try to reduce
that tendency to violence.”
Pollard urged anyone with
information who has not yet
spoken to the police to call
101 quoting Op Depot.

Jane Evans

Remember London’s
Cardboard City?

A joint operation between police,
council workers and a group of local
businesses, launched at the begin-
ning of March, has seen a large-
scale clean-up operation at the
former site of one of Britain’s most
infamous rough sleeping hot-spots
near London’s Waterloo station.

Led by the South Bank Patrol
(SBP) —a group working for a
consortium of businesses in the
area and awarded a range of
police powers —the ‘clean sweep’
operation aimed to move on
rough sleepers from the subways
around the Imax cinema.

“As aresult of the operation,”
said an SBP press release, “all
rubbish and cardboard boxes were
removed, all contaminated areas
were washed down and informa-
tion about nine rough sleepers
was collected and shared with
Lambeth’s Street Outreach Team.”

The SBP are managed by the
South Bank Employers Group with
the aim of gentrifying the area
over the last 15 years: “transform-
ing a bleak and hostile area into
one of the most exciting destina-
tions in the UK,” according to
the organisation’s website.

The episode had echoes of
a far larger clean-up operation
carried out in 1998 in the same
area — which was then a semi-per-
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manent encampment of rough
sleepers known as ‘Cardboard City’.
The large traffic roundabout
which is now the home of the Imax
was once the centre of the biggest
single group of homeless people
in the country — with more than
200 people (four pictured over
the page) sleeping out there every
night at its peak in the mid-1980s.
Cardboard City became an
emblem of the nation’s failure
to help the homeless —a starkly
visible contrast with the glittering
towers of London’s financial centre
a mile to the north east. Under the
Thatcher government, Cardboard
City became ‘a symbol of heartless-
ness’, according to a lead article
in the Independent newspaper.
Rising property prices, high levels
of unemployment and changes to
government policy that led to the
closure of around 5,000 places in
London hostels all contributed to
asharp increase in homelessness.
Cardboard City was the most
visible sign of this rapidly growing
national crisis. By the time it was
finally closed — after the high court
granted an eviction order against
those who remained - the ‘bull ring’
was home to a small group of 30
or so who vowed never to leave.
“I may not have a house but
this is my home,” said Tom, one
of the city’s final residents in a
newspaper interview at the time.
“These people are my family,
and I'm not going anywhere.”
So 15 years and one £20m
cinema complex later, authori-
ties are still struggling to prevent
rough sleepers from settling near
the heart of Cardboard City.

James O’Reilly

e Didyoueversleep outin
Cardboard City in the bad old days?
We’d love to hear your memories
for the 15th anniversary of its
closure. Send your messages into
editor@thepavement.org.uk
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Cardboard City in the Eighties; a starkly

visible contrast with the glittering
towers of London’s financial centre

a mile to the north east — page 9
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Liverpool sentence

Three teenage boys who murdered
arough sleeper for a dare were

handed tough jail sentences in April.

Kevin Bennett, 53, was kicked
to death outside an Iceland store
in Liverpool in August of last year.

Connor and Brandon Doran,
aged 17 and 14, and Simon Evans,
14, were told they would be kept
in jail until the Home Secretary
allows them to be released.

The judge at the trial said the
senseless attack was “a desperately
sad reflection on this society”.

He strongly criticised Linda
Doran, the mother of two of the
murderers, who tried to trick
police by providing false infor-
mation about where they were
on the night of the attack.

The older brother, Connor,
was described as the “leader
of the pack” and was handed a
12-year jail sentence. His younger
brother Brandon got six years
for acting as the lookout, while
Evans was jailed for eight years.

The judge described Ms Doran,
whose eldest son Ryan is also in
jail for murdering a stranger, as
a “pathetic and tragic character”
who had failed as a mother.

Leslie Morphy, chief executive
of Crisis, said: “Sadly violent attacks
against people sleeping rough are
all too common. Homeless people
are 13 times more likely to have
experienced violence — much of it
perpetrated by the general public.”

John Ashmore

Scratch card winner

An American homeless man
who won $50,000 on a scratch
card ticket has told how he
plans to remain a rough
sleeper and give away much
of his newfound fortune.
Dennis Mahurin, 58, has been
living in a tent in the woods in

Bloomington, Illinois, since 1978
and, despite his recent cash win,
has rejected the idea of pur-
chasing a more solid home.

However, he has admitted
that he may spend some of the
money on a tent upgrade.

The Bloomington native
purchased his scratch card for $3
from a petrol station in early April,
2013, initially believing that he
had won $1,000. It was not until
Mr Mahurin returned to the petrol
station that he realised the extent
of his windfall. He said he almost
fell over when the attendant told
him what he had actually won.

After taxes, his winnings will
stand at just under $35,000.

The veteran rough sleeper
plans to spend some of the cash
on overdue dental work and
visiting his son. However, this
relatively meagre jackpot win has
made headlines across the globe
because of Mr Mahurin’s selfless
attitude to spending the prize; he
will donate $100 to each of his
homeless friends in the area.

“With all the other homeless
people around here, I've made
up my mind,” he said. “I’'m going
to give them each $100.”

His close circle of friends
consist of eight fellow rough
sleepers, but he has joked about
the new “friends” he expects to
make as a result of his win.

Local residents in the area have
spoken about Mr Mahurin’s win
as truly befitting of his generous
nature and friendly attitude.

“He’s a very, very nice guy.
He’s one of the sweetest people
I've ever met,” said Emmarie
Cross an employee at the Circle
K where Mahurin bought his
winning ticket. “I've been telling
everybody, this couldn’t have
happened to a nicer guy.”

Sarah Cox
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StreetLink - the story so
far

Almost 5,000 reports have

been made to local services
since the launch this year of
the new StreetLink scheme.

The scheme, run by Homeless
Link, lets members of the public
ring local services to let them know
if someone is sleeping rough.

However, only 1,500 of the
reports resulted in what StreetLink
calls a “positive outcome” for
rough sleepers, suggesting there
may still be difficulties con-
necting people with services.

There have been 15,000 calls
made so far, which led to 4,600
reports to local services. So, there
has been one “positive outcome” for
every 10 calls made by the public.

When a member of the
public makes a report StreetLink
passes the information on to a
contact provided by the local
council and then follows up the
report to see what happened.

A StreetlLink spokesman said
the organisation would only call
the local council or local services to
deal with reports, never the police.

John Ashmore

Death in Cornwall

A rough sleeper has died after
the shed where he was shel-
tering caught fire — possibly
caused by an electric heater he
had rigged up to keep warm.
The man, named locally as
Mark ‘Mack’ Trudgeon, had
been living with his family in
Helston, Cornwall, but was said
to have fallen on hard times.
Fire crews were called to the
shed in Helston at 10.40pm
on 23rd March. After they
put out the fire Mr Trudg-
eon’s body was found inside
the destroyed building.
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